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Demo tape - 11 tracks 


It's amazing how we can get false ideas sometimes. When I first heard the name of the band reviewed here, I thought it was another black metal band, just one more. Shame on me ! Maelifell offers here a demo tape with eleven untitled tracks, and the whole 
thing is limited to 50 copies. 


The first listening let me speechless. The music consists of beautiful neoclassical instrumentals, quite medieval sometimes, helped by inconspicuous percussions, diving into a romantic spleen, remembering the beautiful sounds of bands such as In The 
Nursery, Regard Extréme, Ozymandias or Endraum. The only weakness that could be noticed is about the quality of the recording and the production. An instrumentation that might appear a little bit too minimalist at some time reflects upon the real potential 
of the music, and this is essentially due to the fact that all tracks have been recorded "live", during one session, without the help of a sequencer, so that some slack periods inevitably appear, and also that everything has been recorded two years ago. Since that 
time the evolution of Maelifell's music has been flashing (read the review below). 


I'd love to hear these songs reworked, with a better production and a stronger sound quality. Anyway Maelifell is proudly coming into the European neoclassical darkfolk family and can easily aspire to an international fame. Remember that name, I'm sure that 
soon Maelifell will be an important band within the European apocalyptic folk tribe. 


Recommended ! The tape costs 30 FF - for France, other countries ask for informations. (see contact address below). 


Split CD Maelifell / Anamnése + 3 unreleased tracks 


My suspicious mind gave me right. Maelifell quickly improved their intrinsic qualities, with a better diversified instumentation and a more professional production. 


Here they are now on a split album with Anamnése (another French band of the same type) which should be released very soon. Some graceful and subtle melodies with martial rythms, from which a war spirit appears. Stéphane Flauder et Xavier B., the two 
masterminds behind the project, stand for the new apocalyptic troubadours amongst a French scene that is more and more interesting. Let's start the witch-hunt. The medieval aspect is present and also unobstrusive (Heil Waffenbruder), close to the magnificent 
songs of Camerata Mediolanense. What we could first hear from Maelifell was quite ambient neoclassical, but here the atmosphere is mainly eurocentric such as the neofolk productions of the World Serpent family. All tracks are of a high quality, in the same 
vein as bands like In The Nursery or Regard Extréme. My favourite track is the splendid "L'Empire Intérieur", a powerful hymn which beauty is immediately revealed, with lots of moderation and subtlety. This is also very nice to listen to "Un Nouveau 
Soleil", which reminds to the perfect sounds of "Decades" from the unequalled Joy Division. The seven tracks of this split album are really excellent. Unfortunately I haven't heard the music of the other band, Anamnése. The three unreleased tracks I had on 
my demo tape are in the same vein and just confirm the obviousness : get yourself a copy of that CD before it's too late. Maelifell finally came out of the darkness to see the lights of a forthcoming glory. 


Highly recommended. 


Stéphane Fivaz 
March 2000 


Contacts and informations : 


Stéphane Flauder 

3 rue des Abeilles 

57200 Sarreguemines 

France 

e-mail : cauldron@caramail.com 
Web : Cauldron Music 
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